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was possibly transported to Lewes by river. We know that

THE MILLS OF BARCOMBE 071 wUBYl UwbEUWOEY DI EEOT wEUw! UET
PARISH Ouse navigable to Isfield. This was long before the

navigation was constructed in the 1790s.

Bob Bonnett In 1858 the Lewes to Uckfield railway line was opened and
In the Domesday Survey of 1086, Barcombe- § 1 U E-isE O #ater sidings accessed the two watermills, increasing their
Ol OUPOOI EWEUwWT EYDOT ws U1 Ul 1 eppodufituidsd their prad@é furtper@®d OU w P D UT w EOw
annual rent of 20 shillings (£1) and in the ownership of
William de Waterville. The rent of 20 shillings was the total Barcombe Windmills

for all the mills. The half mill is the proportion (50%) taken The tithe map of 1839 names two possible sites
as rent. Mills with two pairs of stones were classed as two where windmills might have stood in addition to the

mills in the survey. | have seen a report that a mill was half OPOOUWEI UEDPOI EWE] 008 w3i i wdOEOI

in Barcombe and half in the neighbouring parish of Isfield. west of the road from Barcombe to Barcombe Cross.

No miII_is reported in Isfield in the Domesday bpo_ks. s, POOWYDI OEz wPUwWUT 0P Owi wdDOI wi
Watermills were used for other purposes than grinding

corn, such as fulling, and even ore-crushing was listed in " EPEOEO Z Ow. DOO
the Survey. Animal mills were also included, therefore it is ’

possib|e that one of the mills Surveyed at Barcombe may Under Barcombe in SChedUIe 2 Of the 1801 Defence
have been a fulling mill or animal -powered. Schedule, a windmill and one watermill are entered

) ) o capable of supplying 30 sacks of flour every 24 hours
With Barcombe having more than three mills, it raises the between them. The windmill was most probably

guestion: why so many? Was it because this area was the . EPEOEOzUw, POOSwW3i | w. UEGEOET w
Saxon Hundred meeting place? Perhaps the Barcombe ’
area was a central settleme_nt _where courts were attended Common. As the mill does not appear on the
by frgemen from the district, thus attra(?“tlng Iargg Gardner, Yeakell and Gream map of 1795 it was probably
gatherings. The only Saxon feature so far discovered in built around 1800

Barcombe was located in the courtyard of the Roman Villa.
Maybe there is more to be discovered. The Sussex Weekly Advertisefated 9 March 1818

reports:

shows the mill south of the road to Hamsey

In 1572 two watermills are recorded in Barcombe. In Edna ~ o S
EOEws, EEzw, E" EU0T az Uw (Biseew E wiE SBGUEY IR F 4 WAPPEH6 &P W' EEWET E
Rver0i 1 awUi EOUE wO b deriuoy ieferbnaeatd © U &EYy WUCR,plew down a windmill at Barcombe,
Thomas Erith and his wife Denise who held a fulling mill at pelonging to Mr. Hawcock, and did other damage in
) U7 1T wdOl BT T EOUUT OOEG 7
Barcombe now called a corn mil, and a 17 century
Ul i1 Ul OET wOOwOi 1 woOpUUOI woD Othe &imeg gateydanipdedifighigucraft at Selsey and
T AR AAME il EOEAAE] . B%;non In a sales notice dat%d 27. April in the samf? "

whbEUI UOE)OOwEUuJ.. EUEOO!EI wb Uy 'x(?LbEﬂHﬂl iELHJéDé)(BJETU‘IEL!ULEéHIL&ﬁUX otowi e
large-scale map of Sussex. The mill appears again on t-he wonders why the mill was so soon advertised for
next large-scale map of Gardner, Yeakell and Gream in

1795. It is probable, therefore, that a watermill worked on sale: o L o
this site, or close by, from before the Domesday Survey ~ €3 OWE! WUOOEWEUWEUEUDOOWEaws 1 UUEQ
until the start of the Second World War. Lewes, on 2 May. A Post Windmill, the property of Mr.
John Awcock, built a few years since, which was blown
No windmills are shown on either map. With two sites down in the gale of March 7, situated near Barcombe
where windmills might have stood shown on the tithe map Church, and late in the occupation of Messrs Morley &
of 1839, it is probable that windmills did work in the period Guy. The damaged sustained is but trifling: the
between the two maps. principle parts will come to hand without new
framing, and the breast, round-beam, stones, wheels,
Barcombe Watermill was in operation from the 1780s and sweeps and one stock etc. etc. are not damaged by the
the oil mill, which also ground corn, from the 1800s. Why, fall. May be viewed and particulars known by
with this local milling capacity, was a new windmill built in applying to Mr. Awcock, Barcombe, or Mr. John
hWhWy w31 w/ EUDUT woi w! EVEOGOEI%YW U ¥6 ¥ BB ERHYHPHD H hUIHRARPEE U w
about 730] not enough to ensure that the windmill would It is probable that the mill was not rebuilt, although
be proﬁtable. Flour and anima.l feed produced in the m|"S |t Continued to be Shown on the revised Ordnance
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20U0YT awOExw O whWKt dw &UI 1T O6u) héh rldonuGaston therCobugint feyUyirs kHEnaley
surveyed in 1823 and 1824, only shows Barcombe and rented from her by Mr. John Locke, who was the
Windmill to the north. last to work it. Sold to Mr. E. W. Bunney in 1891 by
Mrs. Hemsley for the ground and mill house. He
wanted it taken down, but the millwrights wanted £30

Barcombe Windmil and all the materials for the job, which he would not

Barcombe Windmill was built around 1818 soon pay, so it was left alone and the roundhouse was used
Ei Ol Uw' EPEOEOz Uw, POOw P E U w ESHBHUE CHNG €988 KOs edalviPad w
replace it. The mill was built by millwright Jesse down about 29 or 30 years ago (1900/01) one day at

f OUUW OZEOQOEOWDOwWUT T wEI U1 UOOOO
known: it was thought to have started in the top of the
mill; there was a gale blowing at the time and the
burning wood was blown a tremendous way ¢ some

Pumphery who then worked it until 1825 when he
sold it to John Holroyd. Richard Jenner became the
first tenant. The Sussex Advertiseof 1 June 1835

advertised Barcombe Place, the house, together with parts a quarter of a mile away. The wood was very
Burtenshaw Farm, land and Barcombe Windmill for thick and strong and the centre post was 2ft. square.
sale. The estate, including the mill, was again offered Mr. Bunney got £100 insurance and also sold the
for sale in 1836 in January and October and again in interior as quite a lot was saved. No hens were burnt;
October 1837. During this period the mill was let to the only thing of value lost was a gun belonging to the

Mr. Richard Jenner. In 1839 Jenner was succeeded by ~ Present Mr. Bunney. The mill house is still known by
Henry Guy that name and the bakehouse is now turned into the

TEUETIT 82

Action in the High Court brought about the next sale S
offer, first advertised in the London Gazettdated 30
May 1845:

Esq.

To be sold by auction under an order of the High Court

of Chancery in a case of Holroyd v Wyatt, at the Star

(O0O0Ow+1 Pl UOWEUUDPOT w) UOa whWk

s wiUlli7TOOEwW!I VUOEUT wEOW! EUE

Windmill driving two pairs of stones, and buildings,

Ol OwOOw, Vw&UawEDEwW, U w&OOE
The mill was again advertised for sale by auction in
the Sussex Advertisen their 26 April and 2 May 1848
editions.

Mr. Guy and Mr. Good were still in residence; the
only difference was the rent was reduced to £49 12s
0d per annum. Good may have left soon after and
then, in 1851, Miss M. Guy is listed as miller,
followed in 1855 by Henry Guy. Simmons lists Mrs.
Mary Martin at the mill between 1855 and 1870, but
this is uncertain. In 1882 John Locke was in
occupation; Mrs. Mary Martin, miller, is in the
Manor House, presumably the owner of the mill.

Simmons interviewed Mr. Bunney in 1937, a relation

(son?) of Mr. E. Bunney who, in 1891, had purchased Fig. 1 Barcombe Mill as seen in the photograph taken in
the mill house and mill site. The mill was not 1874. The mill was large and tall with two common and
working when Bunney purchased it. The following two shuttered sweeps. (Peter Hill collection.)

are his notes from the interview:
s51 Uaw I T T w PTHUIT w x-ﬁb@oaudmo%%c%"bb81oﬂj'\’t'}'§ac’>
exceptionally large sweeps. Three floors, on brick The Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy No.

roundhouse. The only mill on this site. Horse pulled it 138560, dated 26 February 1794, appears to be the
round when it required to be turned. Owned by Henry first record of Barcombe Oil Mills:
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On his Oil Mills brick built and slated situated in the glad to hear good hopes are entertained of his
parish of Barcombe in the Co. aforesaid £200. On the Uil EOYI Uadzuw

going gears running tackle and machinery therein . . . .
FlYYy6zuw Durrant is again recorded in 1810 in the Royal

Exchange Fire Insurance Policy, No. 251532. He had
These values increased to £300 and £500 respectively 5 \warehouse in Lewes:

in 1800. R ~ ~ e
st wl EVUEUa whiWlhuy o w20 w6 6 w# UUUEOUu

No mention is made on the policy of Samuel 20001 ROw" OUOOWHOOUUWEDOEW. POw, 1 U

Durrant, who is recorded as being in partnership and trade in their Warehouse, timber and slated,

with Thomas Rickman from 1793. It was the two of situated near the river in the parish of All Saints in

them who built the mill. In the Defence Schedule of Lewes, in which it is warranted no hazardous goods

Wy hOw 1DEOOEGz Uw PEUI UOD OO EWE & THAVL BVE HEVOED w

Windmill are recorded, the watermill being able to s. OWUUOEOWPOWUOUEET wbOEOQUEDOT w! 00

provide a 21-day supply of flour. Rickman, at the new built Water Corn Millhouse only adjoining and

time, owned the oil mill (which also milled), communicating with their Oil Mill, timber and slated,

situated in the Parish of Barcombe, Co. aforesaid,
£1000. On moveable utensils etc. in the said Oil Mill
O000awhkyydz

Barcombe Watermill down river and Barcombe
Windmill. All three milled grain, which was not
noted in the schedule.

The partnership of Thomas Rickman Jnr. and

In 1809 the mill building, corn -milling machinery Samuel Durrant ended in 1812

and oil machinery were insured, again to Thomas

Rickman. This time they were separated at £250, £50 By 1834 the mill was owned by Russell Gray who is

and £200 respectively. recorded in * | O0az Uwebws EBOORUW EOE w
"UUUT T UBzw3T 1l woOPOOwW PSElder EEY I U
Weekly Advertiser 25 April 1848, together with the

watermill downstream for sale by auction on May 16

s. Ow 3l UUVUEEaw OEVUUOW Ew OEOw 18254 thé Sthrunrk hewes.! The Bdvditisement gave

Durrant & Co. in their Oil Mill at Barcombe, was much the following details of the Oil Mill:

The Sussex Weekly Advertisedated September 19
1808 only records Samuel Durrant:
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s OUOOwW Ol EUwW OOw UT 1T wEEOYI OwclcQliar Stdnksifréel Yriothted af #hé éhds Yl al short
wheels, two pair of large vertical grinding stones, 15 middle of the axle and rotating this shaft causes the

presses, §toves, and two pair of rollgrs, qlso four pair stones to revolve on a circular base crushing the
of corn mill French stones, double action high pressure - .
seeds laid in their path.

steam engine, extensive warehouse, and oil cisterns to
hold 70 tons of oil, together with a substantial The Romans used hand and animal-turned runners
warehouse with three floors situated in the town of to crush olives. Also in the second century AD the

Lewes .and. on the River Quse. Th? purchaser 9f the Chinese used runner stones for hulling rice. It was
corn mill will have the option of taking by valuation

Oil wpl 0Owil UOEEODUT | EwEEOI UdPw CL’J‘C;;”‘%?e gice 8% F0e S B% 8T SRy
16Ul pil Ul bz adapted water power to drive e ge stones.
Although suited to many industrial processes, it was

which was included in the advertisement and also runner mill was used widely in Europe.

owned by Russell Gray. See below.)
The bruised linseeds would then be warmed in a

The method used to extract the oil when the mill large cast iron stove to help extract the oil. Rapeseed

was built is not known. It is possible that a steam  needs little or no heat and can cause health problems

engine was installed when the mill was built; a o workers if heated. The seeds are then removed

Boulton and Watt double -acting steam engine was  gpq emptied into porous woollen bags; the bags are
purchased by Cotes and Jarratt for their oil mill in - wrapped in a horsehair and leather blanket and
'"UOOwPhbOwhAUW w( UwbUwOOU I U.pra&&)iln g@%fual nﬁrﬁb@f%ﬁpﬁrﬁtl%’é ﬁnLéLfo%lg“ Pl UI
first used, driven from the water wheel, and then wooden trough. Wooden wedges are placed either

later these were replaced by presses powered from  gjge of the bags, one with the thick end up, the other

the steam engine. Oi PEOwi OEWEOPOBwWs 20EOxT U0z wU

The main oils processed were linseed, hemp, ©f the wedge with the thick end up squeezing the oil
rapeseed and mustard. The first part of the process  from the seeds. Fifty or more strokes may be needed
is to crush the seeds (bruising the seeds) under large  until the stamps bounce indicating that the wedge
heavy edge runners. These are a pair of vertical Nas reached the bottom. The bag is removed by
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stamping on the other wedge to release the pressure.  Surprisingly, after only four months, Billiter was
Often not all the oil is extracted and, therefore, the advertising that he was in a position to supply cake
contents are returned to the stove and the process for present use, and that he had every reason to
repeated. The bags can be used many times and believe the mill destroyed by fire in June last would
repaired when necessary. be at work again within the next month.

The waterwheel would, before the installation of the In June 1856 Billiter leased the lower corn mill for a
steam engine, drive the stampers. The stampers period of 21 years.

were set in large strong wooden frames and lifted
up by cams or pegs. The edge stones were driven by
gear wheels from the waterwheel.

He died on the 27 August 1879 and in October both
mills were advertised for sale by his executors on
behalf of his widow.
311 wul OED O..U wel Ul buul | UJ vl E'I%eol%é% ga%é nL<J)tl|%::aaiF1)%hgﬁlsjs}ejxlV\Ile(leJle)?AEd\I/Ee%s!erZ ow
would be used as fertiliser or cattle feed. Small mills . . .
. gives us further details of the mill:
or cake crushers were made to turn cake into stock

feed. Seed oil was used for lighting, cooking and $30wEl wUOOEwWEaw EVUEUDPOOwW Eaw DOU
many industrial uses including paint manufacture. I BTEUUOUUWOT wUl | wOEUT wlow' ow! OO
Probably the first oil mill in England was built in s+O0whdw3Tl w. POWEOEW4 xx1T UwwnOOUL
Hull in the fourteenth century. The Oil Mill, Ouse, at Barcombe, a large and substantial building

Barcombe, in 1835 was advertising linseed oil cake 120 feet (36.6m.) by 64 feet ((19.5m.): engine house 36

at £11 per thousand, for, of course, cash. feet ( 11m.) by 27 feet ( 8.2m.), a detached oil store 45

feet (13.7m.) square, gas house, cottage, stabling and
In August 1848 R. H. Billiter in the Sussex Weekly 60T 1 VUWEUDOEDOT Uz

Advertiser. e A A
s3I 1 wOPOOUWEUI wEUDYI OwEawUPOwWUOI
s!TTUwOUOwWDPOI OUOWUT 1T WEOGOUUOIT U (boedrbnuandtnBeuwods)Oandua 28 hatse fo@en berd O w
has commenced working for the season, and that they steam engine, capable of working 80 tons of oil cake
can now be supplied with Genuine Linseed Cake at and about 200 quarters of wheat per week. They are
£10¢ 10s.t¢ 0d. per ton. Terms as in London, namely arranged throughout with spacious stores and fitted
Ul EEAwOOOl adzw with best stiff gear machinery. In the oil mill there are

two sets of double pumps, 16 hydraulic presses with

Two  years Iater Mr. B'”_Iter appealed_, 10 in. (254mm.) rams, one pair of granite and one pair
unsuccessfully, against the rating of the mill of York_stones; and_in the flour mill four pairs of

OEEUxDPl EwEawi DOdw w s &UEa Zrpndh WL HsEemlistarld H te BQpridhbfl w
records until 1855, but Billiter is shown as the L, 1T 000U weDOOPEOW3IPEODTI Uwd w" 66z
occupier when the mill caught fire in 1854 and it is
his executors who advertised the mill for sale in
1880. But before the sale is recorded, the details of
the fire, written up in the Sussex Weekly Advertiser
June 13 1854, are of interest:

Tickner, with the previous foreman, Sayer, then
worked the oil mill. Their partnership was dissolved
at the end of December 1887. It is unknown if the
mill continued working. It is most probable that oil
o o o production ceased in 1887. The mill was again
s#1 UOUUEUDOOWEaAw»DUI woOi w! E U pQerseduforsalel orPtReO101uke 0181 Udutlds Brere
morning last for some time in the occupation of and were no bids the property was withdrawn by the
under the management of Mr. R. H. Billeter and owners, Messrs. H. Drewitt & Son. Simmons records
POUUUTEZ that in 1899 Charles Albert Colbran was at the mill
$311 wOPOOWPEVUWEEOUUwWhYYwi I latduweOyehrs BteruvlkaUibwmdley.wsly IMakhu
deep. It was mainly for the purpose of manufacturing 1901 Hemsley was advertising ground oats and
oil and cake, but the power during the summer season poultry meal for sale. In 1905 E. Kenward owned the

was applied to grind flqur, hence the stock Of_ about mill and corn was ground, possibly until the mill
250 quarters of corn which were destroyed during the . .
was demolished in 1925.

EOEa&l &z

s6D01 WOEUT T UwxEUET T Uwoi wE v HFeREred gl 18 de 8 af E89ad wasi w
river, fears were raised of setting the corn mill alight helped by being connected first to the Ouse
further downstream. Mill was still burning in places Navigation and later, via a siding, to the Uckfield to

the following Sunday evening. Damage estimated at Lewes railway line. Part of the outer walls and floor

ET Opi 1T QwUIl YI OWEOEwWI BT T OwUT O WY thé milledh UsBIIEBe ddetermined and six runner
stones remain on the site.
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Barcombe Mill "UUUT T UBzw2POOOOUWUI EOUEUW U

Jenner was associated with the mill. (Owner/
This may be an early site of a fulling mill; later a

UDPOT Ol wui i1 Ul @EEmIDLO)meEDGDCDJUUUJEJQI%Juu EOI UUz w

refers to Barcombe Mill as being a paper mill. The mill was advertised for sale in the Sussex

Shorter also writes in 1951 ins - O U1 U wE Gnatw 0 WeeklpAdietiser25 April 1848:

an advertisement in the Post Man 12 December 1706, S30WEI WUOOEWEAWEVUEUDPOOWOOW, Ea

states that a paper mill, corn mill and lands in the Inn, Lewes. The copyhold Corn Mill known as
parish of Barcombe were to be sold. Often a Barcombe Mill, situated on the River Ouse. The mill is
watermill carried out more than one process. in complete repair, fitted with two powerful breast

he fi inal f il f wheels and the most approved machinery, with 12
The first single reference to a corn mill found was pairs of stones, flour dressing machines, and capable

the Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy, No. 91449: Of WOEOUI EEOUUDOT wi UOOWKYYwOOwt

29 December 1784:
The advertisement also gave details of the Oil Mill.
s31 OOEUwWw1PEOCOEOW O w200wOi w! EUVOT EOwPOwWUT T w" O8dwdi w
20001 ROw, POOI VUG 7 The mill was purchased by Whitfield, Molyneux

.and Whlttleld and in_June 1856 leased to Richar

s.OwUIIDUuJEDIOODOI wli OUVUI wubp o O U|ELU
at Barkham aforesaid £200. On their Water Corn ézlhter Who IEf<e ﬂ%kman be%re?um éﬂso ownela
Barcombe QOil Mill.

Millhouse timber built and tiled situated near the mills

Uuol OUDOULUEOELUUUOEOLUDOLUUUEEI ulrgdyr\{ﬁYOZM

A second Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy, No. s OWUOUUUEOWEEEDPE] OUWOEEUUUI Eu
132132 dated 14 January 1793, records: Barcombe Mills, the injured person being Mr. Gaston

s37 OOEUWLIPEOOEOWSw200wdi woi i W B3 BeET anelaved therg lreso?® vaa's diist

011 w” 68 wdi w20UUI Rz sacks of corn were being raised to the upper floor, one

B . S L o __fell a distance of 18 feet (5.49m.) and fell with frightful
§. QwEwl OUUL wUBOE] Uuw EUBOUW E Ofbréd ShiQHe hetd eBudibbfa ditidediioR 6 tHelheck. W
xEUDUI wEi OUI UEPE WAt VY5 w. OwE wenked helhad reddhv@rats A ehe! Shodk Wik Asiry 6 2 w
put his hands at the back of his neck and forced the
bone back into position. Mr. Gaston is a strong

It is uncertain if the Rickmans built the mill around
1780 or if they owned another mill at this time, then, o .
it th i K muscular man, otherwise it seems he must certainly
around 1793, built the mill at Barcombe '_[O t_a € have been killed. He was seen afterwards by a
advantage of the newly opened Ouse Navigation. UOUT T OOWEOEWPUwWxUBT Ul UUDA] wi EY

Rickman also owned Barcombe Oil Mill. o ] o
Billiter bought land and both mills from Whitfield

The Royal Exchange Fire Insurance Policy, No. Molyneux and Whitfield for £24,000 in 1865.
173289 dated 13 March 1800, to Thos. Rickman &

Son increased the value of the mill to £1000 and: Stidder and Smith in Volume 1 of Watermills of

S6EVUUEOUI EwOOWUUI EOw O DOISé‘Sf‘e)“N”te that in 1870 a new, very much larger
mill "was built and, like Barcombe Oil Mill, a

It is not usual to know the name of the millwright railway siding to the Uckfield to Lewes line
looking after a mill, but by virtue of a change in constructed to it. It was built mainly of pitch pine
ownership in a millwrighting business advertised in with a semi-classic facade. The mill had four floors
the Sussex Weekly Advertise29 October 1804 we are  gnd s said to have had 8 or 10 pairs of French burrs
told: and one peak pair of millstones powered by two
s30w, DOOI UUBwW 6 DOOPEOw 2 UE E U enslosedowatenwpgels o mmons gecords that qpe
liberty of informing his friends that he intends carrying was a breast wheel about 12 feet (3.66m.) wide, the
on the business on his own account. Orders directed to other being an undershot wheel. (The sale notice

I DOOwWEUwW, Udw/ EEOT EOz Uw Ox x OUgndvernerddhs theunill hdd) E21p&lrs of bténes)O w
will be punctually attended to. William Sudds flatters

himself, that having been for the last five years, The appearance of the mill and its size in 1848
constantly employed, and having care and would indicate a building of an earlier date than
Management of Barcombe Mill will be a sufficient 1870, perhaps built by Russell Gray as early as the
Uil EOOOI OEEUDPOOB z ww 1800s.

By 1834 the mill was owned by Russell Gray who is ' DPOOPUI UWEDPT EwOOwWUT T wl Aw) UOI

recorded in * 1 00az UwB bW s EDOOR Uw dn®dhar 8 hid viidew advertised both the oil/corn



Sussex I ndustri al

mill and the corn mill for sale or rent. Only the oil

mill sold; Barcombe Mill was re -advertised and
subsequently purchased by William Catt, the son of
William Catt who owned the large tide mill at

Bishopstone, Newhaven.

In 1894, The Miller, dated 5 February 1894, reported:

sack roller flour mill plant by Turner has just been
installed. Previously the mills had 12 pairs of stones. The
mill was taken by Messrs. John Catt & Co. in 1876.
Motive power for the roller plant is by 50 h.p. compound

turbine drives the remaining three pairs of stones for
PTTEUwWOI EOSz w
Mr. Harry Dobson was in charge from 1900. By 1903
William Wilmshurst occupied the mill and worked it
until it closed in 1918.

By 1922 it was owned by Messrs. Griffiths Hughes of
Manchester, manufacturers of Karwood poultry food.
They commissioned a survey of the building with the
aim of using it for storage. By this time the rolling
milling equipment had already been removed.
Interestingly, the survey drawings still show that five
pairs of millstones remained on the first floor. Perhaps
these were used together with the rollers. It appears
that the ground floor layshafts drove these stones and
the layshafts on the first floor drove the rollers. The
plans also show a 60hp turbine and a 30hp turbine on
the first floor. No milling is thought to have been
carried out.

In 1932 the buildings were owned by Obediah Corke
who sold them to Edmund Schwerdt for £1350 for the
manufacture of buttons. Machinery was installed to

Fig. 4

The Flour Mill in ¢.1870
showing a barge in front
of the mill, and railway
wagons on the siding to
the left. (Reeves Studio,
Lewes.)

slice nuts, imported from South America, to make
coat buttons. Water power was not used. In March
1939 the building caught fire and burnt to the
ground. All that remains today as a reminder of
what was once one of the largest mills in Sussex are
two peak stones by the river bank. However, these

are not two original stones from the mill, but came
s! EUEOOET w, DOOUOwW2UUUI R8 ws 1 UG RaernhM WihemilEWY19spd w" 08 w- 1 b wk

Barcombe Horse-Gin or Threshing Floor

A Grade Il octagonal horse-gin or threshing floor with a
1 61 POI Owpx Ul UUOEEOGa wEwWUUI E OwicéhiraP @doden ESE and wirrduBding Wboteh thes U2 w
surmounted by a thatched roof stands in front of
Barcombe Church. If it housed a gin it is not known for
what purpose. Possibly it was to mill flour or animal feed .
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Fig. 4 Griffiths Hughes 1922 Survey Drawings | Ground Floors (East Sussex Record Office)



Fig. 5 Griffiths Hughes 1922 Survey Drawings | First, Second and Third Floors (East Sussex Record Office)




Sussex

THE BUTTON FACTORY AT
BARCOMBE MILLS

Mike Green, Stephen Green &
Peter Cox

Introduction

Barcombe Mills is situated at the tidal limit of the
River Ouse at GR TQ433148 in the parish of
Barcombe, Sussex, some 15km from the sea.

From 1932 to 1939 a button factory was based in the
corn mill and the adjacent buildings. The whole
must have made an impressive sight in an
essentially rural part of Sussex.

The Company

The history of the button factory at Barcombe Mills
begins with the purchase by Edmund Schwerdt of
the 'mill, engine house, warehouse, office and site'
from a local farmer Obed Corke on 2 June 1932 and
ends with the destruction of the premises by fire on
the night of 9 March 1939.

Il ndustri al

Hi story No. 44 A

Edmund Schwerdt was the youngest son of Richard
Schwerdt (18621939). Richard Schwerdt had moved
from his native Germany to join the London
company of CA & E Speyer Co Ltd, general dry good
merchants and importers of notions (see glossary),
principally buttons and braid. Richard Schwerdt's
rise in the company was rapid as he became partner
at the age of 22, and 5 years later the firm was
renamed Speyer, Schwerdt & Co Ltd. Marriage in
1888 to Mathilde von Guaita brought great inherited
wealth, enabling him to relinquish active
management of the company whilst retaining the
chairmanship. Richard Schwerdt set out to enjoy the
life that pleased him most - that of the English
country gentleman. (Schwerdt family history).

Speyer, Schwerdt & Co Ltd of 5 & 7 Golden Lane,
London EC1 traded successfully up to the outbreak
of the Great War but during the war and throughout
the 1920s trading was difficult. In 1928 the British
government introduced a safeguard import duty of
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decision was made to go into voluntary liquidation
which was finalised on the 24 December 1930.

Edmund, by now a 26-year-old employee of the

Warehouse

Engine room

Corrugated iron-clad building used to store
vegetable ivory nuts, constructed on concrete
legs to guard against the risk of flooding

River Ouse

Toll gate

\

&DUSHQWHUVY
Shop

Mill pond

Site of Wharf
Cottage

Fig. 1. A conjectural bird's eye view of Barcombe Mills Button Factory (1932-1939) from the north-east, showing the
corn mill and the adjacent buildings. The wharf cottage (office) has been excluded to illustrate the position of the main
buildings in relation to the Carpenters' Shop, far right, which survived the fire . (Not to scale.)



